262     THE MASTER OF THE HILL

peace and love fill my soul with His spirit
aright to serve Him who gave Himself for
me!

"We had our first meeting last night and
heard the appeal in full from the New York
Presbytery prosecuting committee, who were
defeated in the Presbytery in January, as you
may recall. Never was there a worse cause
worse presented than the anti-Briggs present-
ment by this prosecuting committee. No ac-
tion was taken last night beyond filing the
appeal in order, pro forma. This morning we
meet to consider what recommendations we
shall make to the General Assembly. Here
will come the agony, for, of course, the ma-
jority of our committee is anti-Briggs, or
anti-liberal as I prefer to put it. There will
undoubtedly be a majority for a strong reso-
lution unfavorable to freedom; there will un-
doubtedly be a strong (in quality and spirit,
I hope) minority report, appealing either for
regularity of procedure, a hearing by the New
York Synod which has been ,. . . ignored
by the appellants, or for a dismissal of the
appeal, the ending of the contention and
acrimony of the whole case and the advocacy
of peace and work. This last, the dismissal
of the appeal, would best suit my views, but
I fear it is impracticable. There seems to
be a fair fighting chance for the return to
the New York Synod. I shall work and vote
in concert with the lovers of liberty and
peace, and suffer in the passing regard of
the large majority who seem ready for any
intolerant and crushing issuance of this ever-lipstifully
